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argument, and unnecessarily severe, he had been un-
justly and deeply wounded, and in the main was felt
to be right. When the smoke of battle had cleared
away, it was seen that the leaders of the old order had
been completely routed and had wrought their own
destruction.1
A more insidious attack upon the broad-minded and the
reformer was that led by the ultra-orthodox. The old orthodox,
schools of the Puritans with their dogmatic religious
teaching had been steadily fading away some time before
the new Board had been inaugurated, but the educa-
tional revival of Mann made this fact patent for the
first time. There was, in consequence, a tendency upon
the part of many conscientious but narrow people to
charge this disappearance to the reformer, whose liberal
attitude in religion was well known. Others took ad-
vantage of the popular clamor to vent upon Board and
secretary the spleen which for various reasons they had
accumulated against them. The assault, which cul-
minated with articles in the sectarian press and with
polemic sermons, was vigorously and successfully re-
1 In fact, the prominence that this controversy gave him. as the apostle
of reform was the making of Mann's reputation as a great educator.
" We have, in consequence, been prone to forget, in our admiration of his
lofty character, strong determination, and great devotion that Mann was
not the only prominent educational leader of the times, and that men like
Carter were in the field long before him, and that Barnard served the
cause of the common schools for half a century afterward.